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Brethren, my Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God for you is, 
8 tbat you may be ſaved, Rom. x. 1. 
Preach the Word; be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; 
reprove, rebuke, ex hort with all Long-Suffering and Doc- 
trine, 1 Tim. iv. 2. 

| Obey” them that bave the Rule over you, and ſubmit your- 
ſelves ; for they watch, for your Souls ; as they that 
muſt give Account ; that they may do it with Foy, and] 
not eorth Grief. ; for « that ts eee for you, Heb. 
xiii. 17. 
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"> my CHARGE. 


T hath been my ear- 
2 neſt Deſire, ever ſince 
the Care of your Souls 
WH hath been committed 

* to me, to diſcharge my 

Truſt to the beſt of my Power; 

and 'tis in Purſuit of this Deſire, 

that I now put theſe' few Advices 
and Directions into your Hands. 

Had all of you been ſo careful as 

you ought in attending the publick 

| =.» Worſhip | 


e 


Worſhip and Service of God in the 
Church, there had been -/eſs need of 
my taking this Method for your In- 
_ ſtruction, though even then, there 

would be this Advantage in it, that 
2 Book lies always open before Men, 


When Sermons, if attended, are for- 


gotten. But indeed there are too 
many among y, as in all other 
Pariſhes, groſly defective in this 


private and perſonal „ as 
this, both proper and nece 
For, if the Preacher never ſo path 
ſtantly and diligently lifts up his 
Voice like a Trumpet, he Saline ſhew 
thoſe People their Tranſgreſſions, 
that fly out of the Reach of his 
Sound. The Laws for coming to 
Church have been ſuperſeded and 
flacken'd in Favour to the ſcrupulous 
 Diſſenters ; and the wicked negli- 
gent Abſenters have taken the Ad- 
Fantage, and plead Liberty of Con- 
ſeience to ſtay at Home, and not 
FI God at all, They are not ap- 
. prehenfive 


Matter; which makes ſome ſach 


* 


— ſive of any Obligations, and 
Ties of Conſcience, to the Service 
of God; and fo make the Lord's 
Day a Day of Refi; but not of Re- 
ligion. And ſo far hath Blindneſs 
darkened the Minds of ſome; that 
they think it a great Obligation to 
the Miniſter, H they come and hear 
him; and if any Offence be taken, 
they totally forſake the Church, and 
ſometimes all other Places of divine 
Wee 


For the Service of " fuch. Perſons as 
theſe, who do not give me the Op- 
portunity of ſetting their Duty be- 
2 them, with the ol of their 
Brethren, I principally drew u 
_ theſe Advices ; I bet: have Ws 

voured to make them more gene- 
rally uſeful, and added ſuch Thin 8 


as are highly neceſſary to be ſeriouſſy- 


conſidered by all among you. Let 
me earneſtly deſire you, therefore, 
to read, mark, laarn, and inwardly 
4 what i is here laid before you : 
A 3 Do 
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Do not jſt look into it, and then 
throw it by, as if you had no Con- 
cern therein, but only to gratify a 
preſent Curiofity ; but often read and 
conſider the Book I now give you, as 


the beſt Counſel of one, who ear- 
neſtly wiſhes and deſires the Salva- 


tion of every Soul committed to his 
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PAST ORAL ADVICES 
AND = 
DIRECTIONS. 


In order to Eternal Life, &c. 

E I me intreat you to be 
on conſtant in the Practice of 
dat great and important 
rn San ind net ory 
by all proper Means to keep up a Spirit 
bol ſerious and fervent Devotion through- 
out your whole Lives; but, as far as is 
Pra cticable, daily to obſerve ſet Seaſons 
and Hours for your Prayers. As ſoon 
1 as 


8 
as you ariſe out of your Bed in the Morn- 
ing, begin the Day with the Perform- 

ance of this Duty; and never cloſe your 


Eyes at Night, till you have recom- 


mended yourſelves to God's Favour and 
Protection. Our Saviour pate a Pa- 
ruable o this End, that Men ought always 
to pray, and not io faint : And St Paul re- 
quires us to continue inflant in Prayen; 
and to pray without ceaſing, Now, the 
leaſt that theſe Precepts can poſſibly be 
ſuppoſed to oblige Chriſtians to, is, to 
pray unto God Morning and Evening; 
which are Seaſons the moſt of all in our 
Power to employ as we think ' TR 


The Senſe of your daily Wants, one 
would think, ſhould ſufficiently , excite 
you to this Duty ; ſince you ſtand in con- 
tinual Need of God in the Pardon of 
your Sins, the Aids of his Grace, and 
the Protection of his Providence; and 
Prayer is the appointed Means to derive 
from Him every good and perfect Gift, 


| all Bleſſings Spiritual and Temporal. 


What is there of Diſcouragement i in 
this Duty of Prayer, that ſhould make 

Men ſo averſe to it as they generally are? 

Ir requires but ana of their Time, (for it 


18 
8 L | 


(9) : 
is not the Length, but the Feruour and 
Sincerity of our Devotions, that God re- 
gards) and there is no weariſome bodily 
Labour in the Diſcharge of it; nor any 
other Exerciſe of the ſpiritual Faculties 
but what would be highly pleaſant to us, 
were we in our primitive Perfection, or 
reſtored to a religious State of Mind ; | 
and you may be aſſured that he is utterly 
unfit for Heaven, that has no Delight i o 
lift up his Mind thither, 


Be ewe therefore, every Morning | 
and Evening, to offer up your Prayers 
to God with Reverence and Affection, 

not in a formal, careleſs Manner: Do 
not grudge the Time you give to God, 
for He can and will repay you. You. 
muſt alſo take Care, that your Children 
ſay every one their Prayers; which you 
muſt teach them early. When they can 
ſay the Words of ſome ſhort Prayer, 1 in- 
ſtruct them in the Meaning of it; and 
do the ſame for thoſe Servants that are 
ignorant; for the reſt, put them in mind 
of their Duty, and encourage them | in. 
doing it. Rn 


Hoping that you will every one of 


you in private, by himſelf alone, thus 
| A 5 duly 


(46) 
duly and ſeriouſiy perform this Duty(with- 
out which you can never think that God 
will bleſs and proſper you) J ſhall next, 


II. ect end to all hoſe that are 


| Parenti and Maſters of Families among 


you, the Exerciſe of Family Devotion. 


ll Thisis abſolutely neceſſary (as I have 


often told you) to preſerve an hearty Senſe 
of Religion in the World, and to pro- 
cure the Bleſſing of God on you, and all 


that belongs to you. Where this Duty 


is generally and habitually neglected, a 


Family can ſcarce be eſteemed a Family 


of Chriſtians, or indeed, to have any Re- 
ligion at all. And therefore the Prophet 
Jeremiah joins the Heathen and irreligi- 
ous Families together, Jer. x. 25. Pour 
out thy Fury upon the Heathen which know 
thee not, 4 upon the Families that call 
not upon thy Name. A Family is a little 
Society united together under one com- 
mon Head; and conſequently they have 


ſome common Bleſſings to aſk a Supply 


of from Gcd; and ſome common Mer- 
cies to give him Thanks for: So that 
they are all equally concerned to unite 
their Hearts and Lips, in Prayers and 
Praiſes to n 1 u 


A 
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Be perſuaded therefore to bring Reli. 
gion into your Houſes; and ſome part of 
every Day, in the Evening at leaſt, to 
call the Members of your ſeveral Fami- 
lies together, and pay your common 
Tribute of Prayer and Praiſe, for the 
| Mercies you daily receive in common at 
the Hands of God; that ſo you may the 
better ſucceed in whatever Bulineſs you 
ſet about, and be the more ſafe in all 
the Dangers you are expoſed to. For 
all our Succeſs depends upon God's 


Bleſſing, and al _ our Safety is OWINg to 
| bis Protection. 


III. Another Thing 5 3 + to 
this, which I would remind you of, is, 
the careful Inſtruction of your Children 
and Servants in the Principles of Reli- 
gion. This is a Duty of great Impor- 
tance, and expreſly enjoined to Parents 
2 Maſters in Holy Scripture. [know 
him, (ſays God, ſpeaking of Abrabam) that 

he will ee his. Children, and his 
Houſhold after him; and they ſhall keep 
the: May of the Lord, 10 do Fuſtice and 
- 3 Gen. xvili. ver. 19. And 
Foſbua declares, that as for him and his 
Houſe he would: ſerve the Lord, Joſhua 
xxiv. 15, And St Paul enjoins Faibersto 
ois WY bring 


„ 


be accuſtomed to the Exerciſe of Reli- 


„„ 


6:48 3 
bring up their Children in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, i. e. in the Know- 
ledge and Practice of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, Epbeſ. vi. 4. This is the Way to 


make your Children good and virtuous, 
when they grow up to be Men; to give 


you Comfort in them; and render them 
a Bleſſing to the Publick ; and if ever 


Times be better, Parents and Maſters 
of Families muſt begin the Work of Re- 


formation; in whoſe Power it is, in a 
good meaſure, by a careful Education 
of thoſe under their Charge, to make the 
next Age, with the Bleſſing of God, 


(whatever juſt - Complaints are made 
| againſt this) a Praiſe and Glory on the 


Earth. 


Begin betimes, therefore, and con- 
tinue unwearied in a godly Education of 


your Children, in all the Branches of it. 
Maintain your Authority over them, and 


yet don't deal imperiouſly with them, 
provoking them to Wrath. Study their 
Tempers and Inclinations, that you may 
the better manage them. Teach them 
to ſerve God in private, and bring them 

when they are capable of it, conſtantly to 
the Publick Worſhip ; that ſo they may 


ow 


4 w)_- 
gion and Goodneſs by degrees, till Ho- 
lineſs and Virtue have taken Root, and 


they be well ſettled and confirmed in a 


good Courſe. And not only inſtruct. 
them by your Wards, in the Lerriee of 
God, but do what you can by your good 
Examples; to bring them to ſerve Him, 


By theſe, and ſuch like Means, you 


may make your Houſes little Seminaries 
of true Piety and Religion; you may 
train up your Children in the Way where-- 
in they ſhould go; that when they ai are old, 


| 57 mow not Ry yuw it. 


IV. That ieh 1 ſhall next” cvs : 


upon you is, a due Regard to the Pub- 
tick Worſhip of God in his own Houſe. 
This is a Duty which all. Chriſtians how- 


| ever they may differ from one another 


— —Ay ED —L— d]. 


about the Manner of performing it, are 
reed ought to be performed. The 


Publick Worſnip of God is the great In- 


ſtrument of promoting Religion and Vir- 

tue in the World; and as moſt of us owe 
what Share we ware of theſe to it, ſo, if 
we obſerve the People that negle& bie 
Duty, we ſhall generally find them a 
wicked and ungodly Race, who have 


no Regard to the other Parts of their DBuj- 


iy, but live without God in the Mord. 
There 


| 0614.) 

There is ſcarce any Body, but may 
have Occaſion ſometimes to abſent himſelf 
from Church; but for People to live 
Week after Week ,nay, Yearafter Year, 
in the Neglect, or rather Contempt of + 
God's Publick Worſhip; to be utterly 
unconcerned about the Service of God; 
and neither regard Him; his Day, nor his 
Worſhip ; to hear the Summons to 
Church every Lord's Day, and ſee 
others paſs by their Doors to it, and yet 
loiter at Home, or about the Streets 
without any Self- Reflections: I ſay, f fot. | 
Men to behave themſelves in ſuch man- 
ner in a Chriſtian Nation, and even under 

the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, is Matter of 
Wonder. and Aftoniſhment, as well as of 
Grief. and Sorrow. Whatever Pretences 
Men may make for living in this man- 
ner, it is certainly; utterly inexcuſable. 
It is an Offence to God, and ſuch as 
will be ſeyerely puniſned by Him. And 
though it were much to be wiſhed, that 
the Fear of Gad, and a Senſe wh their 
Obligations to Him, would engage Men | 
to the Performance of this Duty, and 
that they need not be forced to it /by the 
Fear of temporal Cenſures and Penalties; 
yet it may not be improper to add, that 
it is e — the Laus both 


OS of 
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85 . 
| of Chureb. and State, For thoſe indeed, 
who duly go to other Aſſemblies for 
Religious Worſhip, they are, by Law, 
excuſed from attending upon ours; but 
the Law was not made to encourage Ir- 
religion, or to tolerate Men who will not 
worſhip God at all ; but meerly for the 
_ Eaſe of thoſe who have. entertained ſome 
Scruples about the Lawfulneſs of our. 
Way of Worſhip ; and there is no Rea- 
ſon ſuch profane Apoſtates from God's 
Worſhip, as go no whither for that Pur- 


poſe, ſhould receive 1 Protection 
from it. 


It may perhaps be obiefted, That 

: the preſenting and proſecuting ſuch Per- 
ſons, may become a Means to drive them 
to ſeparate Aſſemblies; becauſe, when 
they ſee a Neceſſity put upon them, of 
either going to Church, or to ſuch Places, 

it is moſt likely, that out of Reſentment 
and Diſlike to us, who put this Neceſſi- 


ty upon them, they will rather chuſe 


the latter. Ta which I anſwer, Thatif - | 


any ſo proſecuted for their irreligious 


Contempt of God's Worſhip, do there- 


on go to ſeparate Meetings, I cannot but 
think it is much bettet than living as 


they do; it 18 better they Roudchrve 
n © 4 ; . N by » g Go 


r 
God any Way, than mo Way at all; 
That is, I had rather they were of ſome 
than of zo Religion; and would worſhip 
God in any Congregation by Law per- 
mitted, if they will not (as they ought) 
do it in that whch is by Law eſtabliſhed. 


But it is a Sort of ſhameful Confidera- 
tion, that Men ſhould need to be forced 
to this Duty. Much rather would 1 
awaken ſuch Perſons from their profane 
Sloth and Security, by convincing them, 
that this is the only Way to eſcape. the 
Puniſhment that ſhall at /aft be inflicted 
on thoſe, who now ſay unto the Almighty, 
Depart from us, for ue deſire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways. Let me deſire 
ſuch Perſons ſeriouſly to conſider, whe-- 
ther any Thing deſerves more of their 
Care and Induftry, than to obtain Eter- 
nal Happineſs, and eſcape Eternal Mi- 
fery? And yet this cannot be done with- 
out a fincere, devout. Performance of 
all the Acts of religious Worſhip. 
Thoſe Perſons do not deſerve to be God's 
Friends and Favourites, that do not wor- 
fhip Him; and they are not capable of 
the Joys of Heaven, who reliſh not the 
_ Pleaſures of Religion, and the Worſhip 
of God. They, ſays the Pſalmiſt, that 
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are far from Thee, ſhall periſh 3 but it ts 
en a me to "_w mv unto God, 


Some ung you; perhaps, may en- 
deavour to make yourſelves eaſy in this 
groſs Neglect, by imagining, that it is 
not the Place which makes our Pray; 
ers more or leſs effectual, but that God 


hears our Prayers wherever we pray, 
and that therefore you may worſhip 
God at Home, as well as at Church: 


But now, if you pretend to be -Chriſ- 
tians, and hope for Salvation in ano- 


ther Life, I would aſk you, whether 
you can hope for that Salvation any other- 


wiſe than in the Way that Cbriſ, our 


Lord and Maſter, hath appointed for the | 


obtaining of it? And is not ibis a 


main Part of Chriſt's Religion, that we 

ſhould: publickly, in the Face of the 
World, own his Faith, and join with. 
the reſt of his Members, in offering up 


the ſolemn Sacrificeof Prayerand Praile, 


and hearing his Goſpel preached, and re- 
» ceiving his holy Sacraments? How then 
dare any of you think yourſelves at Li- 
berty to * en theſe Duties, on ſuch 
Days as God, and the Church, and 
the Laws, have moſt ſolemnly devoted 


and 


| 
1 
| 


Ce). 


and ſet apart for the Performance of 
them ? Suppoſe any of you do really (as 


I doubt is only pretended.) ſpend your 


Fime in private Prayer and Reading; 


yet you cannot reaſonably expect that 


God ſhould: anfwer your private Prayers, 
when: they ſignify a manifeſt Contempt 


and Neglect of his Publick Worſbip and 
Service. There is Time enough allowed 
you by God for each of theſe Duties, 


. both for public and private Wor- 


ſhip ; and as you ought carefully to per- 
form the 2 — are no leſs oblig- 

ed diligently to attend on the former. 
The Diſcharge. of one Duty will not 

make, Amends; for the Neglect of ano. 
ther ; much leſs. for the Neglect of ſa 
important, ſo indiſpenſible an one, as that 
of Publick Worſhip: without which you 
 excommunicate yourſelves, and have no 
Wines to be accounted Chriſtians, Y 


Lee me 8 ki you all . 


fore, to let nothing but what ĩs abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, ack as. Difability by 
Age, or Sickneſs, or Works of Neceſ- 
ſity. or Charity, (which will not admit of 
any other Time for. the doing them) 


bert you at Home on the Lord's Day. 


Do 


(19) 
Do not think it enough to attend the 
Publick Worſhip of God as it were by 
chance, and when you have nothing elſe 
to do, once in a Month or a Fortnight, or 
not ſo often, (as with great Concern 1 
fee many of you do) but let coming to 
Church be eſteemed by you a Duty, 
which you are conſtantly obliged to per- 
form. It is a Sign of ſome very ill 
| Principle or other, for any one to be 
much a Stranger at the Houſe of God. 
Such a Man ts certainly a bad Man, and 
never like to grow much beter, till he 
reforms in this Particular, Every vo- 
luntary Omiſſion of this kind is a griev- 
ous Sin, and muſt be ſeverely acogunted 
for at the laſt Dar. 1 


But let me add, . you muſt not 
| _ be conſtant at Church, but careful 
1 alſo that your Behaviour there be grave, 
fober, and decent, and ſuitable to the 
folemn Worſhip of God in his own 
Houſe,. and more immediate Preſence, 
Whatever, may ſerve to engage or ex- 
preſs your Reverence and Attention, 
_ muſt = be neglected; ſuch as kneeling, 
at Prayers, ſtanding at the Creeds, Pſalms 
nd Hymns, and the like, It is a 

Shame 


1 
* 
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(20) 


Shame to ſee Perſons /j tting at Prayers, 


or carelefly looking about them, laugh- 


ing, whiſpering, or talking in any Part 
of divine Worſhip. Theſe are Indecen- 
cies and Affronts unbecoming the Pre- 


| ſence of an earthly Prince, much more | 


the Preſence of God. 


Let me entreat you to endeavour to | 
wipe off that Reproach of a cold forma! 


Worſhip, (which the Enemies of our 


Church caſt on the publick Service) by 
expreſſing, in every Part of your Beha- 
viour that grave, ſerious, and ardent De- 
votion, which ſo much becomes all the 
true Worſhippers of God, and may be 


excited by the publiek Offices of our 
-Chureh ; which are admirably fitted to 


ſerve all the Ends of a grave and ferious 
Piety, if Men come to them, and be- 
have themſelves in them as ry ought 
oy Rte | 


But e Gire y you Fheve of your 
outward Behaviour, you ought to be 
eſpecially watchful over your Hearts and 


' Spirits, when you are engaged in God's 


Worſhip : For to draw nigh unto God 
* our Mouths, when our Hearts are - 


far 


VVG 
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far from Him, 1s the higheſt Contempt 


of Him imaginable. 


You ſhould be infinitely careful, 


therefore, that your Prayers and De- 


votions do not degenerate into a cold 
Formality, and an heartleſs, or bare 
cuſtomary Performance of them ; with- 
out that Ardency and Attention, with- 
out that earneft Deſire to receive what 
you pray for, and to pleaſe God in all 
you do, which becomes, and is neceſſa- 
ry, in thoſe who approach the we 


Lord of Heaven and. Sarthh, 


In like manner, when you are re ſpeaking 
or ſinging God's Praiſe -in Pſalms and 


Hymns; you muſt be careful that your 


Hearts accompany your Voices ; or, as 
the Apoſile exhorts, that you 7 ing with 
Grace in your Hearts to the Lord; and af- 


ter the P/almiſt's Example, let all that i is 


<vithin you bleſs his holy Name. 


When the Word of God is either read 
or preached, you ſhould not only give 
your Attention with Reverence, and 
tate beed 'bow you hear, leſt your Neglect 


be interpreted as a Contempt of the Au- 


thority 


— 
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| thority that ſpeaks to you; but DER it 


_ alſo with a Reſolution of Mind to per- | | 


form what you ſhall be convinced is your 
Duty, and with a particular Application 
of general Inſtructions to the State of 
your own Souls, that you may grow in 

Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
9 and Saviour Feſus Cbriſt. 


v. Another Thing I think myſelf 
_ Obliged particularly to exhort you to, is, 
a more regular and ſolemn Obſervation of 
the LORDs DAY; for wherever 
this extenſive Duty is neglected, a whole 
Tide of Wickedneſs will flow in at the 
Breach. And as God hath bleſſed this 
Day, and hallowed it; ſo they affront 
Him, and obſtru& their own Mercies, . 
| who profane it. I do therefore earneſt- 
ly and ſolemnly beſeech all of you to 
take this Matter into your Conſidera- 
tion, and not to look upon the Obſer- 
vation of the Lord's Day as ſo inconſi- 
derable a Duty, that a little Thing may 
excuſe your Neglect of it; for be aſ- 
ſured, great Matters depend upon It, 
even no leſs than your Improvement in 
Holineſs here, and your eternal ho 5 . 

neſs hereafter. 255 
b There 


- w 33 ).. | 
it „ There ſeems too much Occaſion for 
re. |. me to preſs this Duty upon you : There 
Ir are ſome who ſhew no manner of Regard 


n to this Day. You ſeldom or never ſee 
of | their Faces at Church, or the leaſt Ap- 
1, || Pearance' of. Piety or Devotion among 


4 them: If they have any Buſineſs to do, 
any Journey to go, or the like, this 
muſt be the Day for it; though it might 
If be, confeſſedly, as well done any other 
Day of the Week. Or if no Buſineſs of. 
f | fers, they either fleep, or drink, or talk, 
- | or walk away the Time, which others 
> | devdutly pap at Church, and in pre- 


e paring themſelves for another World. 
„ ||. Nothing is fo irkſome and tireſome to 
t || them, as what God commands; no Time 


lies upon their Hands like that of this 
Day: They know not what to do with 


z; KH 3Oy; and wiſh, and ſay with thofe in the 
I  Propbet, When will the Sabbath be over, 
\ | that we may ſet forth Corn? When will 


I this lingring Day be paſt; that we may 
„ I return to our Trades, our Hufbandry, | 
4 Yecutar eee . >, 


! There are others who: ſev to r it 
| he Duty to go to Church, and be pre- 

I Þ fent at divine Service, on this Day, (and 
| in that they do well, and are to be com- 

| mended 3 


———— 4 
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mended; would to God that all People 
did ſo much as this) but then they think 


that the Duty of the Day is over: They 


take no Care of their Families, or to em- 


ploy themſel ves in private Meditation; 
Reading, or Praying; but all the Parts 


of Sunday, vacant from Publick Wor- 
ſhip, are filled up with mere Idleneſs, | 


ſauntring at their Doors, in the Fields, 


or Corners of the Streets; or perhaps 


are ſpent in downright Sin and Wick- 


edneſs, in Acts of e ak Tipling 
and Drunkennels. 12 1 


» 
14 


N | his: Peri ee the 


Lone Day, as it is commonly manag- 


ed, is but little better than a total Neg- 
le& of it. The Manner wherein ſuch 
Men ſpend their Tame, after they come 
from Church, entirely defeats any good 
Impreſſions that might poſſibly be made 


upon them there. Their Idleneſs, or 


unlawful Pleaſures, effectually juſtle the 
Word of God, which they have heard, 


out of their Minds, and make is of no EE 
fe. How different is this Behaviour 


from the Account {eiab gives of the 


true Obſervation of the Sabbath? J. 


Iviii. 13, 14. F thou turn away thy Foot 


0 the Sabbath, 78 "T thy Pleaſure _ 


en 
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en my boly Day, and call the Sabbath a 
Delight, the holy of the Lord, bonourable, 


and ſhalt boxour Him, not doing thine own 
Ways, nor finding thine own Pleaſure, nor 


ſpeaking thine own Words; then ſhalt thou 
delight thyſelf in the Lord, and I will 


cauſe thee to ride upon the bigh Places of the 
Earth,” and feed thee with the Heritage of 
Facob thy Father ; for the Mouth Y the 


Lord bath ſpoken it. 


Let me not be lakes | in any Thing | 
that hath been now faid to you: Works 
of Neceſſity and Charity may and ought 
to be done on this Day; nor am I prel- 


ſing a preciſe and rigorous Obſervation | 


of it; z or for filling Peoples Heads with 


falſe and Fewiſh Notions of its Sanftifi- 
cation. Such is the State and Condition 


of Man in this World, that-there are 
many httle Works and "Offices of Civil. 
Life, required to a comfortable Subſiſt- 
ance, to a ready, chearful Performance 
of religious Duties, and to an innocent 


Compliance with the Rules of Decency; . 


Civility, or Humanity. And as far as 
theſe are ſubſervient to, or conſiſtent 


with our Duty, and not forbidden by 
our 8 Religion, they are allowable. 
B 


Far 


tilio's of the Lord s- Day Service; but 


and more common Extreme of a looſe 
and negligent Obſervance of it. One 5 
ſtated Portion of our Time, one Day in 
every Week, has been, not only by the 


cirvvilized Nations, ſet apart to a religious 
Uſe, and to the Offices of publick and 


: Gedlineſs together; | 


be, rw unto the Lord. The Time eee 


carry as Any. of Ld Dependant, with 


(26) 
Far therefore am I from deſiring you 


to be nice and ſcrupulous about the Punc- 


then I would guard againſt the contrary _ 


Rules of Chriſtianity,” and the Law, of 
Moſes, but even by the Cuſtom-of all 


rivate Piety and Devotion. To the 
Lining up the Sanitity. and Religion of 
this Day, we owe, in a great Meaſure, 
that the very Face of Chriſtianity hath 
been preſerved in the World: So that 
whenever it comes to be generally pro- 
faned and neglected, there will proba- 
bly be an End of the Power and Form, as | 


This Day. therefore is, and ever muſt. 


Ty $8 5 


and all "oflble Devotion. 55 1 9 6 | 
not only go to Church yourſelves, but 


you 


indeed, in all theſe, in their ſeveral Cour- 


| Virtue; and Religion. But all unneceſ- 


— 


h 
you as can be ſpared, and ſee that they 
behave themſelves decently and reve- 
rently there; part of the reſt of this holy 

Day you ſhould employ in private Pray = | 
er and Devotion, and in the religious q 
Care of your Families; that is, in'Cate® | 


chixing and inſtructing Children and Ser- 
vants; in reading the Scriptures, and 
other uſeful Books; in Prayer, ſinging 


of Pſalms, or other pious Exerciſes; or 


ſes and Order, as your Time' will allow. 
The other Part may: be allowed for ſuch 
good Converſation or innocent Exerciſe, 
as may ſerve to refreſh and enliven your 
Minds, and is conſiſtent with Sobriety, 


ſary- Buſineſs, and needleſs Journies; 
all haunting of publick Houſes, and rude 
and riotous Aſſemblies, or idle ſauntring 

in the Streets; all vain Sports and Paſ- 
times, and indecent Liberties, (now too 
common in many Places) ought to be 
baniſhed from every Part of this my 2 0 


Reſt and Holineſs. 


In ſhort: You ſhould endeavour that” 
your Carriage and Behaviour on this 
Day, be ſuch as the Day itſelf is, ſerious, 

i ee and 


(8) 


and yet chearful ; ſacred, and yet not. ſu- 


perſtitious; without indulging to Liber- 


tiniſm and Pro ofaneneſs on the one hand, 


or a Jewiſb and Phariſaical Rigour on the 
other; having always in view the End 
and Defign of the Inſtitution, which is, 


to promote God's Glory, and the En 


pineſs of Men. But, 1 


VI. I cannot omit to pu you in mind 
of another important Duty of our holy 


Religion, that is, the frequent and de- 


vout Receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. I may be excuſed in 


ſaying the leſs on this Head, becauſe it 
has not only ſo often been the Subject of 
my publick Diſcourſes: (wherein I have 


repreſented the Nature of this Duty with 


all poſſible Plainneſs, and urged its Ne- 


ceſſity, with a Vigour in ſome meaſure 


ſuitable to ſo great an Occaſion ; I have 


told you the Danger of wilful Neglect 
on the one Hand, and the Benefits of a 
due Performance on the other; and have 


given plain and full Apſwers to the Ob- 


jections that are uſually made againſt 


diſcharging this Duty:) But though I 


cannot complain that theſe Endeavours 
have been QA in vain, and to no 


purpoſe, 


* 


c ro. 
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5 purpoſe, yet I cannot but obſerve, with 


great Sorrow of Heart, that zoo many of 
you remain ſtill inſenſible and uncon- 


ceſrned, and are not yet prevailed upon 
to render this eaſy, this delightful and 


beneficial Service to the great Redeemer 


and Saviour of Mankind. 


This Neglect is too common among 


| | all Sorts and Degrees of People; but I 
obſerve it more general in two Sorts of 
them; that is, thoſe that are young, and 


thoſe of the poorer and meaner Rank ; of 
both which Sort of Perſons we ſee bur 
very few, in Compariſon, at the Lord's 


Table. 


As to young Perſons, the Church takes 
particular Care, that ſuch of them, in 
every Pariſh, as are arrived to the Age 
of fixteen Years, and have been, or are 
deſirous to be confirmed, ſhould come to 


the Sacrament z being firſt inſtructed in 


the Nature and Deſign of this holy In- 
ſtitution, and the Obligations it lays up- 
on them. And with very great Reaſon: 


For, ſince at this Sacrament they are to 


renew their Covenant made in Baptiſm, 


what can be” more proper than that 


B 3 they 


(0 


they come to it as early. as poſlible, and 
there again devote themſelves to the 


Service of God? Without this, they 
are Chriſtians in Name, but not in Reali- 
ty. What was done for them by others, 


in their tender Age, will not at all avail 


for their Salvation, unleſs, being thus 
come to Years of Diſcretion, they give 


their 0Wn Conſent to it. 


Let ROW LIE Le earneſtly FIR all 4 


young Perſons to conſider, that they are 


entring on a vicious World, where they 


will meet with innumerable Temptations 


to break their Baptiſmal Vow-; that 


they carry about with them weak and 


corrupt Natures, prone to that which is 
Evil, and averſe to that which isGood 
that the Devil, the World, and the 


Fleſh, will be their conſtant Enemies 3 


which they cannot hope to encounter 
with Succeſs, but by the continual Aſ- 


ſiſtance of the holy Spirits and Which 


they cannot hope to have, without the 


diligent Uſe of this, and the other Or- 
dinances appointed by God, for the con- 


veying of it to the Souls of Men; and 
if they are conquered by theſe ee 
it rail, be to their ion "96 . res 

uin: 


— 


1 


. Rr 


it wilf be 


oc 


f 
Ruin: They will be miſerable in 255 


World, and the next. 


Let ſuch confider farther, that how- 
ever youthful and healthful they may be 
at preſent, yet they know not how ſoon 

God may- call them out of 'the World. 

They cannot but ſee Perſons of all Ages, 


the young as well as the old, removed 
from their Acquaintance and Society 


continually; and nothing can ſecure to 
them a fate and comfortable Death, but 
their being reſolved and ſtedfaſt Chriſ- 
tlans; which they cannot be eſteemed, 

* either by themſelves or others, if, when 
"they are by Age duly capable of it, they 

neglect this moſt ſolemn Inſtitution of 
our holy Religion, But if it ſhall pleaſe 
God to prolong their Lives, the Courſe 

*T am perfuading them to will prove to 

"their great Comfort as well as Safety; 

the Means of procuring them 


w 6 * . 1 
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Earth, and Eternal 


an happy Life on 
Glory in Heaven. 


Jome young Perſons, perhaps, may 
ahbftain from the Lord's Table, out of a 


Hufal Bathfulnels 3 or, for Fear of the 


| Reptdittis of the World ! Butour-Lord 
801 1 B 4 | 


' hath ; 1 


— 


„ 
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| bath expreſly told us, that if any one 


(young or old) ſhall be aſhamed of bim and 
his Words, that is, of making a publick 


Profeſſion, of his holy Religion, in an 


adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him he 
alſo will be aſhamed when he cometh in the 


Glory of bis Father and the boly Angels. 


I therefore earneſtly exhort all fach 
young People as are piouſly diſpoſed, 


(whether Servants or others) and who in- 


tend to lead a godly and Chriſtian Life, 
to come betimes to the holy Sacrament z 


and I hope their Parents and Maſters will 


not only excite and encourage them to this 
part of their Duty, but /st and dire 


them alſo in the due Performance of it. 


The other Sort of Perſons, who are 


apt to negle& coming to the Sacrament, 


are thoſe whoſe Circumſtances are very 


mean and low in the World. Theſe in- 


deed are apt to be very careleſs of Reli- 


| gion in general E they can't ſpare Time | 


to worſhip God ; for all the Time they 
have, is thought by them little enough 
to get Bread in, and provide for their 


Families; but however it comes to pals, 
this particular Duty of the Sacrament is 


thought 


(330 | 
thought not to belong to them, but de- 
ſigned only for the richer and better 
People of the Pariſh ; and therefore moſt 
of them as carefully abſtain, as if they 
were really prohibited from coming to the 
Lord's Table. But poor People ſhould 
conſider that they are under the fame 
Obligation with 9/bers to take Care of 


their Souls, and provide for Eternity ; 
and conſequently, have no Pretence to 
be excuſed from performing this, or any 


other Part of their Duty. The Com- 


mand is univerſal ; equally extending to 


all forts and degrees of Men, who hope 
for Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus — This do 
in Remembrance of ine. Oar Saviour does 
not. ſay, that ſome ſhould do it, and 
others omit it; but he ſays, Do this, 
without any Reſtriction or Limitation; 


commanding the Obſervance of this holy 


Inſtitution by all thoſe (whether High or 
low, rich or poor) who expect to be ſaved 
by his Death and Sufferings, The pious 


Poor are equally the Favourites of our 


Lord, with the biggeſt of us all; and 
have therefore an equal Right to be en- 


tertained at his Table. T7 be was rich, 


for our Sake be became poor, that we 


through his. Poverty might be made rich ; 


B 5. and 


4 


(34) 
and i it was particularly le of the 


Times of the Meſſiah, that the Poor eſpe- 


cially ſhould be made Partakers of 1425 
Rleffagz of the Goſpel; The Poor have 
the Goſpel preached unto them. So that, 


let Mens outward Circumſtances be never 
ſo mean, if in the inward Frame and 


Temper of their Minds, and the general 
Courſe of their Lives and Actions, they 
be truly pious and religious, fearing God, 
and working Righteouſneſs, they may, 
nay, they ought to come to this Sacra- 

ment. As they are not upon that Ac-: 
count excluded, ſo neither will their Po- 
verty be at all their Excuſe, mg 


ig e and neceflary Duty. 


Let none of you, therefore, (of ade, 
Rank or Condition ſoever you be) be 
any longer Strangers at the Lord's Table. 
There is little Reaſon to think you will 
ever make any Progreſs in Virtue and 


Soodneſs, till you bring yourſelves: to a 


frequent and. conſtant. Cuſtom of com- 


ing to this holy Sacrament. |, Nor let 


any among you be diſcouraged from this 
Duty by unreaſonable Apprehenſions, 
or groundleſs Fears and Scruples, about 


2 1 of, n, ir. I have. 


A often 


(38 
often told you, chat every Man that 
fincerely endeavdurs to lead his Life as 


a Chriſtian ought to do, may as ſafely 


at any Time come to the Lord's Table, 
Wbe may come to Church to join in the 
other Part of God's Worſhip. Thoſe 


of you that pretend vou are not filled a | 
and: pure for it, ſhould conſider, 
that it is your Duty to be /o 3 and if you 


arè ndt prepared to receive the Sacra- 


met, you are not qualified for Gods 
Merey here or hereaſter; you are not {| 


prepared for the Happineſs of Heaven, 
and ean have no Hopes of coming thi- 


ther: but if you prepare yourſelves as 
well as you can, by a true Repentance 
for all your Sins and Miſcarriages; by 
aà ſincere and firm Reſolution to forſake 
them, and to do better for the future ; 
to be tfore careful of all your Actions, 1 


and more conſtant in Prayer to God, 
for his Grace to enable you to keep his 
Commandments z by being in Charity 


Wich all Men, and by forgiving thoſe 


who have injured you in Word er Deed, 


as you hope for Forgiveneſs at the Hands 
df God: I ſay, if you thus prepare yours 


felves for, and come with ſudb Diſpoſi. 


1 ions * this holy Sacrament; God will | 


CUT. 


- 
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certainly accept of you and your Ser- 
vices, and give you the Comfort and 


Benefit of this ſolemn Ordinance; that 
is, He will ſeal to you all thoſe Bleſſings 


which are purchaſed and procured for 


us by che Death of Chriſt. But now, 
I Laſtly, Moſt of the Duties I 


have before been recommending to you, 
being only the Means and Inſtruments of 
true Religion; that is, ſuch Things as 
are neceſſary in order to the working in 
us ſo holy a Temper and Diſpoſition of 


Mind, and rendering us ſo pure and 


virtuous in our Lives, as may qualify us 
for the Favour of God; and being not 
at all acceptable to him, when ſeparated 


from this End: This, I ſay, being 


the Nature of theſe inſtrumental Du- 


ties, I muſt, in Diſcharge of my own 
Duty, and in Faithfulneſs to your Souls, 
give this Caution, that you do not rely 


upon theſe Things alone for your Salva- 
tion, but take Care that they attain their 


proper End, and be the Means of mak» 
ing you truly good, virtuous, and boly in 
all manner of Converſation, Prayer, Read» 
ing, and Hearing the Word of God, ob- 


| lerving the Lord's Day, and Tg | 
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the Sacrament, are the Means appoint- 
ed by God for improving of us in Ho- 


lineſs and Goodneſs; but we muſt not 
reſt in the Uſe of theſe Means, and 
think ourſelves religious merely upon 
this Account; for. the Life of Religion 
does not conſiſt in the bare Uſe of them, 
but in the real Efficacy of them upon 

our Hearts and Lives. Net every one, 
ſays our Saviour, that ſauhh unto me, 


Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom 


of Heaven; but be that doth the Will of 


Tou muſt therefore have an univer- 


ſal Regard to your Duty, and be de- 
fective in no Part of it, You muſt not 
only be pious and devout with reſpect to 
God ; but Thaſte, ſober, and temperate 
with regard to, yourſelves ; and juſt, 
faithful, and charitable towards all Men, 
You muſt mortify your Luſts, govern 


your Paſſions and your Tongues, and 


order your whole Converſation aright, 
or it is impoſſible you ſhould ſes the Sal- 


vation of God. You muſt (as far as the 


Imperfection of this State will admit) 
practiſe every Virtue of the Chriſtian, 
Life, and avoid every Sin; but eſpe- 


(3) . 
ca thoſe Sins, that 40 fo beherally! | 
abound in the World; to che Reproachy 
of our Chriſtian Profeinbh, and the final 
Ruin of Mens Souls, Particular! * 


Von miſt keby firiQtly: from profinn 
Swearing and Curſing; for Where theſe 
Sins are indulged, there is Art End'to Wl 
reaſonable 'Pretences to Religion. It is 


the baſeſt and ſillieſt Thing 8 


World, for ſuch as own the Being of a 
great and terribſe Go D, to treat Him 
with Scorn and Reproach. What can 
be more abſurd than to pray to God one 
Hour; and openly 4% Him the next? 
What can we think of thoſe ſenſeleſs, 
thoughtleſs Creatures, who own that 
they depend upon God for all the En- 
joyments and Hopes of this Life; and 
that to come, and yet provoke: Him to 
his Face, and (fer & Matter of no Coti- 
cernment) do, in effect, challenge Him 
10 do his worſt ? This is a Sin ſo utterly 
without Temptation, ſo void of all the 
common Baits of Profit, -or Pleaſure, or 
Reputation, to entice you to it, oe 
Would willingly hope there will be fou 
no common Swearers or Profaners of the 
| Name of God among you; ww 
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f will not only refrain from it ur ele | 
but give all juſt Diſcountenance to ſo 
heinous an Offence and Provocation, i in 
all whom you obſerve guilty of it; 


_ eſpecially your Children and Servants, 
and all thoſe who are under your more 


immediate In{pecen« and Care. 


You rink alfo be purticalacly winch 


ful againſt that loathſome Sin of Drun- 
| kenneſs, or Intemperance. This is a 


Vice not only ſo inconſiſtent with all Pre- 
tences to Chriſtianity, but with all that 
s either honourable, pleaſant, or decent, 


that every reaſonable Man muſt abhor 


it, as he would the Nature of an pe; 


5 a Swine. - Beſides the future Puniſh» 


ment of Drunkenneſs (for of Drunkards 
it is particularly declared in holy Scrip x- 
ture, that they hall not inherit the Ring- 


dom of God) it is at preſent moſt injurious 
to the Health of the Body, and the 


Faculties of the Mind, and brings Men 
to Want and Poverty; 3 it ruins their 


Reputation and Character, and renders 


them incapable of doing any Good to 
themſelves or others. So that if you 

value either your preſent or future Hap- 
Pinels, you muſt OY avoid this ; 


Ss 


646) 


1 Approaches to ir, as the | 
WF: grout Enemy of both, . 


Again: You muſt 5 at the malt 


Diſtance . from Lewdneſs and Unclean- 


neſs, Theſe are Sins likewiſe not only 


highly offenſive to God, and which will 
be ſeverely puniſhed by Him! in the other 


World, (for MW boremongers and Adulter- 


ers God will judge) but of fatal Tenden- 
cy to the preſent Happineſs of Men, 


and which introduce the greateſt Diſ- 


orders and Confuſions into Civil Society. 
This is fo evident, that I need not go 
about to prove it. It is impoſſible to 


number the Feuds and Miſchiefs, the pri- 


vate Griefs, Sorrows, and Uneaſineſſes, 
which this violent and headſtrong Luſt 


hath produced in almoſt every Place, 
It is a Sin juſtly ſcandalous and infamous 
among Men; it naturally tends to de- 


ſtroy the Health and Strength of the | 


Body, and to conſume the Subſtance of 


_ thoſe that indulge themſelves in it. 


And *tis a Sign of the great Corruption 


of the Age, and of Peoples being ar- 
rived to a deſperate Pitch of Wicked- 


neſs, that they are ſo ready either thro? 
Infa- 


we 


2 , 
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om or Impunity, or the Devil's 


7 te xt. 7 


_ 


| lig ion does mainly conſiſt; ſuch as Piecy 10 
towards God, Temperance: and Chaſtity in 


you. muſt ahound ; in all the Fruits of Rigbt 


(Eur) 


Infatuation, to make light of 5 great | 
and complicated a Vice. e ©... 7 


7 hough I think it roper to give you 


| f a Caution againſt theſe Sins particularly, 
as being too commonly practiſed in the 


World, and a great Reproach to our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion; yet you muſt not 
think yourſel ves at Liberty to practiſe 


any other Vice, becauſe you abſtain from 
_theſe groſs Enormities. For by every 


known Sin, we do, as it were, run upon 


a Sword's Point, and endanger our Sal- 
vation, as much as a dee Wound in 
our Body would do our Life; and you 


know that one ſuch may deſtroy a Man, 


as well as fwenty. You, muſt therefore 


(as I faid above F havean univerſal Regard | 
to your Duty, and be defective in no 
Part of it. You ought indeed to have 

a ſpecial Regard to thoſe Duties which 
are more conſiderable, and wherein Re- 


regard to yourſelves z Truth and Juſtice, 
2 * Peace and Cbarity towards all 


but then no other Grace and Vi- 


3 to be neglected by you 3 but 


 leouſneſs,, . 
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| »:eoufneſs, which are by Jeſus Chrift, 70 he 2 
ait and att - 


"Theſe are the plain Advices and Di- 
! thought it neceſſary to lay be- 
fore you, for the daily Conduct of your 
Lives in the Ways of Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, in order to your eternal 
Happineſs. And that ſuch a Behaviour 
as I have been recommending is neceſ- 
ſſary to that End, is Argument — 
ent to engage any teaſonable Man to 
The preſent Benefit and Advantage of a 
teligivus Life, is a Motive to the Prac- 
«ice of it, not to be overlocked or de- 
Apiſed: But rhat it is abſolutely and in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to Our futufe, our 
Eternal Tappineſs, and will moſt cer. 
tainly procufe it, is an Argument that 


Tanmnot poſſibly be reſiſted, by thofe 
wWꝛho have the Reaſon and Underſtand- 


Conner it. The gerd and 


ing of Men, if they duly weigh — 


T7 weighty Affairs inthe World, are but 
a Vain Imployment, but mere Trifling 
and Impertinènce, in Compariſon wit 
eternal Salvation. Our only true Inter- 


55 eſt, is the Iutereſt of our Souls 3 We have 


7 but one gent *Bufinck in che Worlel 
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be | . wn ſpeking; and that is 1 3 

I fure of our everlaſting. Happineſs, and . 
Ido ſecure to ourſelves the Fruition of \ {5 

- | - that-excellent Good, which is the true 

End of our Being. This, as Solomon 

r expreſſes i it, is the Vhole Duty of Man, 

d | i. e. his only conſiderable Intereſt and 

al - Concern, and that upon which all de- 

ir | pends. As to the Things of the World, 

a great Abundance of them is not neceſ- 4 

1 ſary to our temporal Happineſs :z much 5 5,25 

t. | - leſs are they neceflary to the great Ed 

a for which we live. But it is moſt abſo- 


4 = 
- | Jutely neceſſary, and of the laſt Impor- = 
2 || tance, that we ſhould attain tothe Frui= 7 
tion of God, whoſe loving Kindneſs is 
fr better than 3 and without whom we 
yp. cannot be bappy. All the reſt may be 
at | - ſpared, but there is no diſpenſing wittn 
fe this one Thing needful. Should we loſe 3 
d all beſides, and gain this, yet ſtill Se 
7a ſhould be happy; and ſhould e gain al! 
ft |. beſides, (all the Riches, Honours," and 0 4 
itt | Pleaſures of the World) and loſe this, | 
1s | we ſhould ſtill be miſerable. For what N 3 
th | Gain can ever make Amends for ſuch a 4 
er- Loſs? What hall it profit a Man, ſays... 
ve | our Saviour, / be gain ibe aubole World, if 
d, and 85 bid own Soul ? Which is then © wil 


„ 4 Ne ths 


\ 
4 


tra) co vg 
| only loſt, when it loſes God, the ever. 
Altun Spring of Joy and Happineſs, 


| | Theſe Things I would urge upon you 
in the Cloſe, With all poſſible Earneſt- 
neſs, to awaken in your Minds a due 
Senſe of the Importance of what hath 
been before ſaid to you; that all your 


Inquiries may not be, (as they too com- 


monly are) what you ſhall eat, and what 
vou ſhall drink, and wherewithal you ſhall 
be cloathed : but that you may ſerioufly 

and vigorouſly ſet yourſelves to work 
' out your own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. And may it pleaſe the God 
of all Grace to give a Bleſſing to theſe, 
and all my other Endeavours for your 

Sood; that we may receive the End of 
© our Labours and Hopes, even the Sal- 
vation of all our Souls; through the 
_ . . Merits and Mediation of Feſus Cbriſt our 
5 1 bleed 12 00 Saviour! Amen. 
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